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LERU rejects European Publishers Council’s suggestions 
on Text and Data Mining 

 
LERU, with LIBER (Association of European Research Libraries) has issued a renunciation of 
the EPC’s position on Text and Data Mining (TDM). LIBER and LERU have released a letter 
which publicly states our opposition to the European Publishers Council’s EPC Copyright 
Vision Paper 2014: Copyright Enabled on the Network. LIBER and LERU simply reject the 
statements in the EPC Copyright Vision Paper covering Text and Data Mining.  
 
The EPC document says: 
 

“The focus of demands for an exception hitherto has been on the potential for research 
through automated text and data mining technologies of the world’s corpus of academic 
and scientific journals. In our view this is “a snare and a delusion” perpetrated by those 
intent on gaining free access to the widest possible body of copyright works in the name 
of research, going way beyond scientific journals, to works of all published authors, as 
well as Europe’s news media and entertainment.” (p. 48) 

 
Neither LIBER nor LERU recognises their request for an Exception in European copyright 
frameworks to accommodate Text and Data Mining as ‘a snare and a delusion’. Both 
organisations are fully committed to seeking such an Exception in the forthcoming EU copyright 
review to promote the ability of European researchers to compete at a global level. This position 
is fully in line with the EC Expert Group’s recommendations on Text and Data Mining. LIBER’s 
Factsheet on Text and Data Mining, which more fully outlines our position, is also available here. 
 
LERU’s position on Text and Data Mining is that there is an urgent need for a new Exception in 
European copyright legislation to accommodate this. Relying on a licensing approach is simply 
absurd. What is needed is an Exception in European copyright legislation to allow TDM. Several 
countries, including the UK, already have such allowances in their national copyright 
frameworks. Why should the rest of Europe be neglected? An Exception in European copyright 
frameworks to allow TDM to content which universities already license is clearly the way 
forward. It would be good for Europe, good for the European economy and good for research. 
 
More information 

For questions please contact Prof. Kurt Deketelaere, Secretary-General LERU: 
+32 499 80 89 99 or kurt.deketelaere@leru.org 

or Dr. Paul Ayris, Director of UCL Library Service, President LIBER, Chair LERU CIO-C 
+44 (0)20 7679 7834 or p.ayris@ucl.ac.uk  

Media contact - Bart Valkenaers, Press and Communications Officer: 
+32 498 08 43 49 or bart.valkenaers@leru.org  

http://www.libereurope.eu/
http://libereurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/LIBER-EPC-letter.pdf
http://epceurope.eu/european-publishers-council-vision-on-copyright/
http://epceurope.eu/european-publishers-council-vision-on-copyright/
http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/pdf/TDM-report_from_the_expert_group-042014.pdf
http://libereurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/Text%20and%20Data%20Mining%20Factsheet.pdf
mailto:kurt.deketelaere@leru.org
mailto:p.ayris@ucl.ac.uk
mailto:bart.valkenaers@leru.org
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About LERU 

The League of European Research Universities (LERU) is an association of twenty-one leading research-
intensive universities that share the values of high-quality teaching within an environment of 
internationally competitive research. 

Founded in 2002, LERU advocates education through an awareness of the frontiers of human 
understanding; the creation of new knowledge through basic research, which is the ultimate source of 
innovation in society; and the promotion of research across a broad front in partnership with industry and 
society at large. 

The purpose of the League is to advocate these values, to influence policy in Europe and to develop best 
practice through mutual exchange of experience. LERU regularly publishes a variety of papers and reports 
which make high-level policy statements, provide in-depth analyses and make concrete recommendations 
for policymakers, universities, researchers and other stakeholders. 

The LERU universities are: 

• University of Amsterdam 
• Universitat de Barcelona 
• University of Cambridge 
• University of Edinburgh 
• University of Freiburg 
• Université de Genève 
• Universität Heidelberg 
• University of Helsinki 
• Universiteit Leiden 
• KU Leuven 
• Imperial College London 
• University College London 
• Lund University 
• University of Milan 
• Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München 
• University of Oxford 
• Pierre & Marie Curie University 
• Université Paris-Sud 
• University of Strasbourg 
• Utrecht University 
• University of Zurich 
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