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LERU

Academic freedom: 
• as an individual right 
• as an institutional 

right 
• as a state obligation. 

These mutually reinforce 
one another.

A convention 
• Universal Declaration of Human Rights (art. 

27)
• Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 

European Union (art. 13)
• National constitutions / acts
• Magna Charta Universitatum (1988; 2020)
• 2020 Bonn Declaration on Freedom of 

Scientific Research
• …….

Constraints:
• Political 

repression, 
illiberal states 
/ actors

• Security 
concerns

• Commercial 
interests

• Intolerant 
social /civic
forces

• …………

Academic freedom is a fundamental right guaranteed by the 
CFREU. However, that does not exempt the researchers and 
research organisations from complying with regulations that are 
established to safeguard the security interests of the EU and its 
Member States.

EC, Guidance to Regulation 2021/821 on Dual-Use Export Control
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“The EU does not have a legal
basis to protect universities
against governments which
violate the basic rules on
academic freedom and
institutional autonomy.

The European Court of Justice
had to use the General Agreement
on Trade in Services of the World
Trade Organisation to act against
Hungary because it had no other
mechanism in place to punish the
Hungarian government for
forcing the Central European
University to move from Budapest
to Vienna.
Kurt Deketelaere (March 2022)     
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How can the university, its institutional autonomy 
and duty to protect academic freedom, be upheld 
and enhanced in a world in which openness is 
being challenged and the core values of an open 
society are under siege? 

Legal-policy dimension
• What role and responsibilities do institutions at 

various levels of governance in the EU (EC, 
members states) have in this respect and how are 
these divided and coordinated? 

• Is the EU sufficiently equipped to protect the 
university, its institutional autonomy, and in 
particular academic freedom as it is enshrined in 
the CFREU (art 13)?   Both against internal and 
external threats? 

Historical perspective 
• How can universities face the challenges to their 

autonomy and academic freedom and stand firm to 
defend the values of an open society, system and 
global cooperation? 

• What can be learned from the past; were 
universities (always) on the right side of history? 

• What when books are banned or burned, or 
authors are being cancelled?

Educational challenge 
• How to prepare students for the 21st century?
• Are students sufficiently aware of the virtues and 

values of an open society? Do they know enough 
about their hard-won history? 

• Are they ready to face the global reality and to 
sustain them into a future in which western 
universalism is being challenged? 


